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Established in 1962, the St. Petersburg Downtown Partnership is a shareholder-

supported, not-for-profit organization that is focused on promoting urban 

(sustainable) growth and redevelopment in downtown St. Petersburg, Florida.

For over 5 decades the Partnership has played a major role in transforming 

downtown St. Petersburg by:

Acquiring the first parcels of waterfront land (10 acres) in Bayboro Harbor that

became the University of South Florida.

Working closely with All Children’s Hospital Johns Hopkins Medicine, SRI and the

St. Petersburg Ocean Team to support and expand our internationally-acclaimed

marine research, medical and technology complex. 

Leading an extensive group of collaborators that won the national competition

for a new United States Geological Survey Laboratory in St. Petersburg. Since

1988 the Downtown Partnership has served as the non-profit developer and has

facilitated their expansion from one to three research laboratories.

Pioneering the innovative program, Powering Up Our Not-For-Profits, that will

substantially reduce energy costs for St. Petersburg’s non-profit organizations. 

In recent years, with the support and advocacy of the Partnership, St. Petersburg

has cultivated more than $1 billion in redevelopment investment — in

arts and cultural institutions, research laboratories, expanded higher 

education, a medical complex, condominiums, retail, hotel, 

entertainment, major league baseball, and apartments.

WHO WE ARE
OVER $1 BILLION INVESTED IN THE ARTS, 

SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH, HIGHER EDUCATION,

RETAIL, HOTELS, MEDICAL FACILITIES, 

MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL, ENTERTAINMENT

AND DEVELOPMENT



The Partnership’s main roles are identifying and advocating for important issues

affecting the downtown, assisting with project planning and development, organizing

community resources for action, and promoting downtown as a desirable place to 

live, work, play and invest. 

The Partnership supports downtown St. Petersburg by: 

Supporting and helping expand our marine research, medical and technology 

complex.

Assisting in developing downtown’s broad array of museums and cultural 

attractions, retail and entertainment facilities.

Sponsoring a Transportation Management Organization that created and 

administers the St. Petersburg Trolley system. 

Playing a leadership role in pursuit of development opportunities for downtown

and providing technical support for developing and marketing commercial 

office space.

Advocating for public policy regarding downtown development and 

redevelopment.

WHAT WE DO



Collaboration, Innovation, Partnerships. 

Business Relocation: The Partnership is thrilled to have played a part in attracting

two major technology firms to St. Petersburg: SRI (2006) and Draper Laboratory

(2008). Our group has worked closely with these firms, and Jabil, to capitalize on the

immense potential for technological applications to medicine that could grow out of

their collaborating with All Children’s Hospital Johns Hopkins Medicine. 

Digital Mathematics: SunBay Digital Mathematics grew out of a Partnership

-initiated collaboration among SRI, USF St. Petersburg, and the Pinellas County

School System. This transformational program has been acclaimed by the middle

school teachers who are applying it in their classrooms and the test scores from their

students that underscore the value of this revolutionary new teaching approach for

mathematics. The Helios Foundation and Progress Energy have generously provided

funding to help sustain the program.

The Cousteau Divers Canterbury Project: Canterbury School of Florida has 

recently been named as the first Cousteau Divers School in the world. This grew out

of a productive collaboration among the Partnership, Canterbury, SRI, academic 

partners like USF’s College of Marine Science and the Center for Ocean 

Technology, non-profits like Secrets of the Sea Marine Exploration and

Discovery Center, Tampa Bay Watch, the City of St. Petersburg and

dozens of marine scientists at Bayboro Harbor.

WHY WE DO IT


