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St. Petersburg’s Ocean and Environmental Organizations 
We’re surrounded by blue…. the sparkling bay, the crystal blue-green of the  

Gulf of Mexico and nothing but blue skies as far as the eye can see.  
So it’s fitting that St. Petersburg has one of the strongest ties in the country  

to the research, study and discovery of our oceans and wetlands. 

The St. Petersburg Ocean Team: The premier consortium for marine science, oceanographic, and 
environmental research agencies and institutions in the Southeast and one of the top research and 
technology clusters in the nation. http://www.spoceanteam.org/  
 
Many organizations that support the life aquatic rest on our shores, including… 

The St. Petersburg Yacht Club http://www.spyc.org/ 

University of South Florida – St. Petersburg College of Marine Science (USF – CMS): A global leader in 
applying science to society’s needs through research, service, and training of future scientists. 
www.marine.usf.edu  
 
The Florida Institute of Oceanography (FIO):  Provides a central, shared use infrastructure to support 
the state’s ocean science education and research programs and a group that was prominently 
involved in researching the BP oil spill of 2011.  
www.marine.usf.edu/FIO 
www.marine.usf.edu/COT 
http://research.usf.edu  
 
SRI – Marine Technology: A global independent research and development organization. St. 
Petersburg is home to their Marine Technology program’s headquarters. www.sri.com  
 
Fish and Wildlife Research Institute (FWRI): The primary statewide research program for Florida’s 
marine environment. www.floridamarine.org  
 
The U.S. Geological Survey Center for Coastal & Wetland Studies (USGS): Investigates scientific 
processes related to societal problems arising in coastal and marine environments, including natural 
hazards, resources, and environmental change.  http://coastal.er.usgs.gov/  
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National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA):  Supports the conservation, 
management, and protection of marine fishery resources inhabiting federal waters off the 
southeastern U.S. www.noaa.gov 
 
The International Ocean Institute (IOI):  A non-profit, non- governmental international organization 
devoted to the sustainable development of the oceans.  www.IOInst.org 
 
The Tampa Bay Estuary Program (TBEP): An intergovernmental partnership that coordinates bay 
restoration and protection, and is implementing a comprehensive management plan for Tampa Bay. 
www.tbep.org  
 
The U.S. Coast Guard:  Monitors marine activity for Tampa Bay and Egmont Channel daily. 
www.uscg.mil  
 
Physical Oceanographic Real Time System (PORTS):  PORTS is a real-time data system for Tampa Bay 
that provides the pilots of large ocean-going vessels with the latest information on tides, currents, 
winds and waves. Established in 1991 PORTS was the first such system in the world and has 
improved the safety of maritime commerce in Tampa Bay. 
http://tidesandcurrents.noaa.gov/ports/index.shtml?port=tb 

 “St. Petersburg is the only place in the United States offering an 
educational network that provides a marine science educational 

experience from kindergarten through graduate school.” 
 
The Cousteau Divers Canterbury Project: The first Cousteau Divers School in the world. Pierre-Yves 
Cousteau, the youngest son of legendary ocean explorer Jacques Cousteau, has chosen St. 
Petersburg as the U.S. headquarters for his international organization, Cousteau Divers.  
http://www.cousteaudivers.org/community/blogpost/testing-the-dive-log-cousteau-divers-in-the-us  
 
Eckerd College of Marine Science: Recently named as “A College that Changes Lives” The 
comprehensive marine science program encompasses four areas of specialization: Marine Biology, 
Marine Chemistry, Marine Geology and Marine Geophysics. 
http://www.eckerd.edu/academics/marinescience/  
 
University of South Florida – St. Petersburg College of Marine Science (USF – CMS): Offers M.S. and 
Ph.D. degrees and has about 120 students from 21 countries enrolled in their graduate program 
which covers an array of interdisciplinary research including molecular scientific studies of the 
ocean, coral reefs, ocean acidification, satellite oceanography, marine geochemistry and 
mathematical modelling. http://www.marine.usf.edu/ 

 

 


